Colorectal tumourigenesis.
Colorectal cancer is significant because of its lethality and high incidence in the Western world. Furthermore, it is a particularly suitable model for studying the events involved in the progression from normal tissue to invasive cancer. There is a great deal of epidemiological and histopathologic evidence to implicate the adenomatous polyp as the precursor to colorectal cancer. Moreover in recent years investigators have uncovered some of the molecular genetic events that underlie the progression from normal epithelium to polyp to cancer. It is hoped that an increased understanding of the molecular changes will afford opportunities for new diagnostic, prognostic and therapeutic strategies in the management of this disease.